Language as Battleground

Gender-Fair Language in Brazil’s Legislative Arena (2000-2024)
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Background

Increasing politization,
symbolic struggles over
identity, authority, and
social change.

Debate over gender-neutral
language divides Germany

Efforts to create gender-neutral forms have sparked a heated debate.

Como disputa sobre linguagem | P4 ®

g(re::irla virou guerra cultural no Le com bat de I ecrlture
Inclusive est une Impasse

Pronombres, la nueva batalla del
lenguaje inclusivo

Una tendencia fuerte en el mundo se extiende también en la
Argentina. A favor: inclusion y cambios en la teoria linglistica.
En contra: ideologia en las aulas y palabras vacias que
magquillan la verdadera discriminacion.

HEADLINES

Italy bans gender-neutral symbols in schools in latest culture clash
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(Brazilian) Portuguese

Grammatical gender agreement required between nouns and all their modifiers.

Innovations: elu/elus, ilu/ilus, éle/éles, etc., and use of -x, -@, and -e (e.g., todxs, tod@s
and todes, ‘all’ when referring to people)

Todos ('all’ men, also used as generic)

Todas (‘all’ only women)

Todos e todas ('all’, men and women)

Todas as pessoas ('all’, independent of gender)

Todes (‘all’, gender neutral or non-binary)

Todas, todes e todos (‘all’, including binary and non-binary)
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Earlier research

»Focus on how arguments mobilized (mainly) in Europe and North America

»Brazilian studies focus on ideological dimensions of oppositional discourse

This study systematically addresses:

 How legislative proposals justify both support and opposition
* How these justifications shift over time and across policy domains

* How justifications relate to existing research findings
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Data

Corpus of 61 federal legislative proposals (2000—2024)

» Proposals mentioning inclusive or gender-neutral language
» Submitted by 18 political parties in 24 of 27 states

Policy areas

»Education
»Public administration & institutional communication
»Society in general (broader cultural and social regulation)
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Stance on gender-fair language in Brazil (2001-2024)
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Method

* Qualitative close reading of legislative justifications

e Manual coding of argument types (NVivo)
* Analytical framework informed by previous studies

Focus is on types of arguments used to justify proposals
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Supportive Arguments

Human rights, equality and institutional legitimacy
and

fighting the exclusion of women.” Proposal 438/2008

Linguistic innovation and norm critique
especially in texts dealing with

rights, it conceals gender inequalities.” Proposal 2317/2011

Resistance to Authoritarian Language Control
‘Topics of great relevance to millions of people, topics that concern their very identities are
" Proposal 2046/2024

treated as taboos [in the national Congress].
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Oppositional arguments

O Defense of the Linguistic Status Quo

Minimization of the Issue and Its Proponents

Ay

L) GFL as a Hindrance to Education and Communication

5 ¢ Sexism & Cisgenderism

= Social Threat and Ideological Subversion
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Main Findings

» (2000-2019): small reformist movement—>

(stable, support framed as ideological) I- | (2000-2019: 9 support)
I | (2000-2019: 5 oppose)

» (2020-2024): explosion of opposition =

| | | (2020-2024: 4 support)

| N | (2020-2024: 43 oppose)

(opposition reframed as non-ideological:

neutral, legalistic, scientific).
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Scientific grounding

Argument

v Human rights/ representation

Q status quo defense
QO Hinder in Education

O Sexism and cisgenderism

QO Ideological subversion

Evidence Sources

Strong support

Refuted

Refuted

Refuted

No support
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Paradoxes

Marginal € Existential threat

GFL trivialized = dramatized as threat to social and moral order

Expertise invoked € Expertise dismissed

Used to justify restriction = linguistic research selectively rejected

Rights protected €= Rights contested

Constitutional principles and freedom of expression - used both to oppose and support

Ideological language contested € Ideologically justified

Ideological positions - competing visions of democracy and minority inclusion
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What the analysis shows

» Arguments on GFL are not simply about linguistic form

» Justifications are embedded in broader struggles over who has the authority to shape
language and who has the right to be represented through language in a democracy

Understanding how claims about language are constructed within parliamentary
institutions helps illuminate the political dimensions of language policy and the ways
linguistic norms are mobilized in processes of social change.

& s,
£uJect Stockholms

= AN 2
7, ¥ universitet



References

Baran, D. (2022). “Rainbow plague” or “rainbow allies”? Gender and Language, 16(3), 286—307. https://doi.org/10.1558/genl.21097
Barbosa Filho, F. R. (2022). Projetos de lei contrarios a “linguagem neutra” no Brasil [Legislative proposals opposing “gender-neutral language” in Brazil]. In Barbosa Filho, S. Possenti, H. Moura, G. Méader, R. M. K. Freitag, S. Cavalcante, A. C. Bentes, R. C. da Cruz, C. J. G. Mendes, D. D. S.
Carvalho, M. Glozman, & S. G. de Oliveira (Eds.), Linguagem “neutra”: Lingua e género em debate [‘Neutral’ language: Language and gender under debate] (pp. 143-160). Parabola Editorial.

Blackless, M., Charuvastra, A., Derryck, A., Fausto-Sterling, A., Lauzanne, K. and Lee, E. (2000), How sexually dimorphic are we? Review and synthesis. Am.J. Hum. Biol., 12: 151-166. https://doi-org.ezp.sub.su.se/10.1002/(SICI)1520-6300(200003/04)12:2<151::AID-AJHB1>3.0.CO;2-F
Blaubergs, M. (1980). An analysis of classic arguments against changing sexist language. Women'’s Studies International Quarterly, 3, 135-147.

Bogeti¢, K. (2023). Language, gender and political symbolics: Insights from citizen digital discourses on gender-sensitive language in Serbia. Journal of Sociolinguistics, 27(2), 177-197. https://doi.org/10.1111/josl.12591

Bonnin, J. E., & Coronel, A. A. (2021). Attitudes Toward Gender-Neutral Spanish: Acceptability and Adoptability. Frontiers in Sociology, 6, 629616. https://doi.org/10.3389/fs0c.2021.629616

Borba, R. (2019). Gendered politics of enmity. Gender and Language, 13(4), 423—448. https://doi.org/10.1558/genl.38416

Borba, R. (2022). Enregistering “gender ideology.” Journal of Language and Sexuality, 11(1), 57-79. https://doi.org/10.1075/jls.21003.bor

Brevilheri, U. B. L., Lanza, F., & Sartorelli, M. R. (2022). Neolinguagem e “linguagem neutra”: Potencialidades inclusivas e/ou reacdes conservadoras [Neolanguage and ‘neutral language’: Inclusive potential and/or conservative reactions)]. Research, Society and Development, 11(11),
Article €523111133741. https://doi.org/10.33448/rsd-v11i11.33741

Bruns, H., & Leiting, S. (2024). Annoying or important? Arguments for and against gender-inclusive language use in German across age and gender. Journal of Language and Discrimination, 8(2), 165-191. https://doi.org/10.3138/jld-2024-0103

Burnett, H., & Pozniak, C. (2021). Political dimensions of gender inclusive writing in Parisian universities. Journal of Sociolinguistics, 25(5), 808—831. https://doi.org/10.1111/josl.12489

Butturi Junior, A., Camozzato, N. M., & Silva, B. F. D. (2022). Uma monstruosidade linguistico-moral: Os discursos sobre a linguagem neutra nos projetos de lei do Brasil [A linguistic and moral monstrosity: Discourses on gender-neutral language in Brazilian bills]. Calidoscépio, 20(1), 322—
350. https://doi.org/10.4013/cld.2022.201.16

Carvalho, D. (2024). Atitudes e percepgdes sobre linguagem inclusiva e pronomes ndo-bindrios: Um estudo diagndstico com falantes brasileiros [Attitudes and perceptions about inclusive language and non-binary pronouns: A diagnostic study with Brazilian speakers]. Acta Scientiarum.
Language and Culture, 46(2), Article e70877. https://doi.org/10.4025/actascilangcult.v46i2.70877

De Souza Junior, A. S. (2022). A linguagem neutra no portugués brasileiro: Entre o debate linguistico e juridico [Neutral language in Brazilian Portuguese: Between linguistic and legal debate]. Revista de Letras — Jugara, 6(1), 571-585. https://doi.org/10.18817/rlj.v6i1.2736

Erdocia, I. (2022). Language and culture wars: The far right’s struggle against gender-neutral language. Journal of Language and Politics, 21(6), 847-866. https://doi.org/10.1075/jlp.21050.erd

Freitag, R. M. K. (2023). Ndo existe linguagem neutra! Género na sociedade e na gramatica do portugués brasileiro [There is no such thing as neutral language! Gender in society and in the grammar of Brazilian Portuguese] (Unpublished manuscript). Universidade Federal de Sergipe.
Manuscript obtained directly from the author.

Friedrich, M. C. G., & Heise, E. (2019). Does the Use of Gender-Fair Language Influence the Comprehensibility of Texts?: An Experiment Using an Authentic Contract Manipulating Single Role Nouns and Pronouns. Swiss Journal of Psychology, 78(1-2), 51-60.
https://doi.org/10.1024/1421-0185/a000223

Gongalves, J. A. F., Tumelero, N. A. S. (2024). Ideologia de género e a “defesa da lingua portuguesa”: Uma analise feminista sobre a supressdo do debate acerca da linguagem neutra em Santa Catarina [Gender ideology and the ‘defense of the Portugese language’: A feminist analysis of
the suppression of the debate about gender-neutral language in Santa Catarina]. Revista Direito e Praxis, 15(2), Article e66145. https://doi.org/10.1590/2179-8966/2023/66145

Graff, A., & Korolczuk, E. (2021). Anti-Gender Politics in the Populist Moment (1st ed.). Routledge. https://doi.org/10.4324/9781003133520

Gygax, P., Gabriel, U., Sarrasin, O., Oakhill, J., & Garnham, A. (2008). Generically intended, but specifically interpreted: When beauticians, musicians, and mechanics are all men. Language and Cognitive Processes, 23(3), 464—485. https://doi.org/10.1080/01690960701702035

Gygax, P., Sato, S., Ottl, A., & Gabriel, U. (2021). The masculine form in grammatically gendered languages and its multiple interpretations: A challenge for our cognitive system. Language Sciences, 83, Article 101328. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.langsci.2020.101328

Hergenhan, J., Ecochard, A., & Durand, M. (2021). Langage non sexiste et antiféminisme en Allemagne: Cahiers Du Genre, n° 69(2), 85-107. https://doi.org/10.3917/cdge.069.0085

Kim, J., Angst, S., Gygax, P., Gabriel, U., & Zufferey, S. (2023). The masculine bias in fully gendered languages and ways to avoid it: A study on gender neutral forms in Québec and Swiss French. Journal of French Language Studies, 33(1), 1-26.
https://doi.org/10.1017/5095926952200014X

Lindgvist, A., Renstrém, E. A., & Gustafsson Sendén, M. (2019). Reducing a male bias in language? Establishing the efficiency of three different gender-fair language strategies. Sex Roles, 81(1-2), 109-117. https://doi.org/10.1007/s11199-018-0974-9

Melo, I., F. de & Paraiso, G. J. B. (2024). Projetos de lei brasileiros sobre linguagem ndo-bindria [Brazilian legislative proposals on non-binary language]. Revista Periddicus, 1(20), 255-272. https://doi.org/10.9771/peri.v1i20.54771

Noronha, R. (2023). A regulagdo da linguagem neutra: Uma andlise discursiva de leis e projetos do Brasil e da Argentina [The regulation of gender-neutral language: A discursive analysis of laws and projects in Brazil and Argentina]. Caracol, 576-602.

Pabst, L. M., & Kollmayer, M. (2023). How to make a difference: The impact of gender-fair language on text comprehensibility amongst adults with and without an academic background. Frontiers in Psychology, 14, 1234860. https://doi.org/10.3389/fpsyg.2023.1234860

Parks, J. B., & Roberton, M. A. (1998). Contemporary arguments against nonsexist language: Blaubergs (1980) Revisited. Sex Roles, 39(5/6), 445-461.

Pfalzgraf, F. (Ed.). (2024). Public attitudes towards gender-inclusive language: A multilingual perspective. de Gruyter Mouton. https://doi.org/10.1515/9783111202280

Schwindt, L. C. (2020). Sobre género neutro em portugués brasileiro e os limites do sistema linguistico [On neutral gender in Brazilian Portuguese and the limits of the linguistic system]. Revista Da ABRALIN, 1-23. https://doi.org/10.25189/rabralin.v19i1.1709

Silva, E. R. D. S., Carvalho, D. D. S. (2024). A utilizagdo de pronomes ndo binarios no portugués brasileiro: Um estudo exploratério [The use of non-binary pronouns in Brazilian Portuguese: An exploratory study]. Acta Scientiarum. Language and Culture, 46(2), Article e71956.
https://doi.org/10.4025/actascilangcult.v46i2.71956

Vaahtera, J. (2008). On grammatical gender in ancient linguistics — The order of genders. Arctos, 42, 247-266.

Vela-Plo, L., & Ortega-Andrés, M. (2025). Theoretical and empirical basis for gender-fair language use: The case of Spanish. In D. Schmitz, S. D. Stein, & V. Schneider (Eds.), Linguistic intersections of language and gender (pp. 173-198). De Gruyter.
https://doi.org/10.1515/9783111388694-011

Vellasco, B. A. (2024). Panico moral e higienismo verbal: A rede metadiscursiva sobre ‘linguagem neutra’ no Brasil [Moral Panic and Verbal Hygienism: The Metadiscursive Network Surrounding “Gender-Neutral Language” in Brazil, Doctoral dissertation, Universidade Federal de Goias].
http://repositorio.bc.ufg.br/tede/handle/tede/13647

Vergoossen, H. P., Renstrém, E. A., Lindqvist, A., & Gustafsson Sendén, M. (2020). Four dimensions of criticism against gender-fair language. Sex Roles, 83(5-6), 328—337. https://doi.org/10.1007/s11199-019-01108-x

Viennot, E. (2018). Le langage inclusif: Pourquoi, comment [Inclusive language: Why, how]. Editions iXe.

Zacharski, L., & Ferstl, E. C. (2023). Gendered Representations of Person Referents Activated by the Nonbinary Gender Star in German: A Word-Picture Matching Task. Discourse Processes, 60(4-5), 294-319. https://doi.org/10.1080/0163853X.2023.2199531

S Q5
£Jee? Stockholms
2. % & universitet

2N



Thank you!

laura.alvarez@su.se

M’J/\
. O(I; Stockholms

universitet

<
&
S
o~
\";
@

/)+g‘l“\



	Language as Battleground
	Background
	(Brazilian) Portuguese
	Earlier research
	Data
	Bildnummer 6
	Bildnummer 7
	Method 
	�Supportive Arguments
	Oppositional arguments
	Main Findings
	Scientific grounding
	Paradoxes
	What the analysis shows
	References
	Thank you!

