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Project outline



• What lexicogrammatical strategies are used in different Wikipedias to refer to 
nonbinary individuals?


• Are there any cross-linguistic patterns with regard to these strategies?


• How do these strategies develop over time?


• How is the usage of these strategies negotiated?

Project outline
General research questions



Project outline
Corpus

• Wikipedia biographies of nonbinary individuals in ~40 language versions 
(articles about people who have publicly expressed a preference for non-
binary forms)


• Article texts, version histories & talk pages
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Project outline
Adjacent research: (Public) Discourse on gender-inclusive language (GIL)

• Themes of anti-GIL argumentation 
(Becker 2019 and 2022, Kaplan 2022, Meuleneers 2025, 
Pfalzgraf 2024, Vergoossen et al. 2020, Wojahn 2024)


• Norm, Authority


• (Ir)Relevance


• Readability, Understandability


• Coercion, Ideology, Thought 
control 
 
…

• Conceptual metaphors of language 
(Ivanov 2022, Coady 2024, Meuleneers 2024 and 2025, 
Szajbel-Keck 2024)


• Language as an organism/ body


• Language as a machine/instrument 
 
…



Project outline
Adjacent research: Knowledge production in Wiki projects

• Foucauldian approaches to 
epistemic conflict 
(Carbou et al. 2024 a. o., Gredel 2018, Pentzold 2007, 
Pentzold/Seidenglanz 2006) 

• Neutral Point of View (NPOV)


• Reputable Sources


• Relevance 
 
…

• Critical approaches to marginalized 
knowledge  
(Metilli/Paolini 2023, Young/Wigdor 2021 a.o.) 
 

• Gender Bias


• Queer representation


• Non-white perspectives 
 
…



Project outline
Nonbinary-inclusive language (NBIL) in Wikipedia biographies

Hebrew German English Spanish

Epicene nouns x x (x) x
Recurrent use of the name x x (x)

Gender-neutral pronouns x

Splitting / doubling with slash or dot x

Plural agreement x

Common strategies of non-binary personal reference in different language versions of Wikipedia



Project outline
Previous findings on NBIL in Wikipedia biographies

• Compromises between inclusivity and normative grammar


• Neo-morphology does not take hold in any language version 



Method



Method

English German Spanish Hebrew

Sam Smith Sam Smith Sam Smith Sam Smith

Emma D'Arcy Emma D'Arcy Emma D'Arcy Emma D'Arcy

Nemo Mettler Nemo Mettler Nemo Mettler Nemo Mettler

Asia Kate Dillon Asia Kate Dillon Asia Kate Dillon Asia Kate Dillon

Lachlan Watson Lachlan Watson Lachlan Watson Lachlan Watson

Quinn Quinn Quinn Emma Corrin

Bambie Thug Fee Jaehn Bambie Thug Bambie Thug

Ezra Miller Kim de l'Horizon Sara Ramírez Ezra Miller

Blu del Barrio Lann Hornscheidt Bella Ramsey Demi Lovato

Adeem the artist H. Yaghoobifarah Mason Alexander Park Lio Tipton

Subcorpus



Method
Analytical frameworks & methodology

• Topos analysis (Wengeler 2003) 
 
→ Common argumentation patterns


• Conceptual metaphor analysis (Lakoff/Johnson 1980) 
 
→ Language ideology


• Grounded Theory approach (Strauss/Corbin 1990, Hadley 2017)


• Open coding in Qualcoder



Results



Topos analysis



Topos analysis
General Topoi

Argument Topos Shorthand
Nonbinary gender is not real. Non-fictional writing should reflect reality. REALITY
Nonbinary gender is ridiculous./ 
NBIL is rediculous.

Ridiculous content or language should not be 
taken seriously.

RIDICULE

Binary linguistic forms are not discriminatory. Any form of inclusive language use should be 
necessitated by actual discrimination.

NECESSITY

Authorities advise against NBIL. Authority should be respected. AUTHORITY
NBIL violates norms of grammar and orthography. Linguistic norms of grammar and orthography 

should be observed.
NORM

NBIL corrupts language. Language should remain in its pure condition. PURITY
NBIL is detrimental to readability. Style should be conducive to readability. READABILITY
NBIL is unpleasant. Unpleasant style should be avoided. AESTHETICS
NBIL is based on an ideology. Ideology is inherently problematic. IDEOLOGY
NBIL is being forced upon people and violates 
freedom of expression.

Freedom of expression should be protected. FREEDOM



Topos analysis
Wikipedia-specific Topoi

Argument Topos Shorthand
NBIL violates neutral point of view. Wikipedia content should be written from a neutral 

point of view.
NPOV

There is no consensus in favour of NBIL. Within Wikipedia, consensus should be 
maintained.

CONSENSUS

Self-identified gender or linguistic preferences are not 
(encyclopedically) relevant.

Wikipedia should only contain content that is 
(encyclopedically) relevant.

RELEVANCE

There are no reliable, published sources that prove a 
person's self-identified gender or linguistic 
preferences.

Wikipedia articles should be based on reliable, 
published sources.

SOURCE



English German Spanish Hebrew
% N % N % N % N

NORM 53,4 148 13,1 19 44,8 39 35,3 30
REALITY 15,5 43 17,9 26 21,8 19 17,6 15
OTHER 5,8 16 5,5 8 13,8 12 8,2 7
READABILITY 10,5 29 4,8 7 2,3 2 12,9 11
RELEVANCE 0,4 1 4,1 6 6,9 6 5,8 5
IDEOLOGY 2,5 7 6,9 10 4,6 4 3,5 3
NPOV 4,3 12 6,2 9 0 0 0 0
FREEDOM 1,4 4 2,8 4 0 0 2,4 2
NECESSITY 0,4 1 4,8 7 1,2 1 2,4 2
PURITY 2,2 6 0,7 1 0 0 3,5 3
RIDICULE 2,2 6 4,8 7 0 0 3,5 3
AESTHETICS 0,7 2 6,2 9 1,2 1 2,4 2
AUTHORITY 0,4 1 1,4 2 3,5 3 0 0
SOURCE 0,4 1 12,4 18 0 0 1,2 1
CONSENSUS 0 0 8,3 12 0 0 1,2 1
Total 100 277 100 145 100 87 100 85

Frequency of topoi by language
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Topos analysis
NORM topos

• Spanish:

(Mason Alexander Park, revision history)



Topos analysis
READABILITY topos

(Asia Kate Dillon, talk page)

„The use of this invention makes reading very hard and cumbersome. You can’t read an encyclopedia like 
that, and you certainly can’t write like that…“



Topos analysis
AUTHORITY topos

• English:

(Emma D’Arcy, talk page)



Topos analysis
AUTHORITY topos

• German:  

(Emma D’Arcy, revision history)



Topos analysis
AUTHORITY topos

• Spanish:

(Emma D’Arcy, 
revision history)



Topos analysis
CONSENSUS topos

• German:  

(Nemo Mettler, talk page)



Topos analysis
NPOV topos

• German:

(Nemo Mettler, talk page)



Topos analysis
NPOV topos

• English:  
 
 
 

(Asia Kate Dillon, talk page)



Conceptual metaphor  
analysis



Conceptual metaphor analysis
Standard language is a solid, but delicate object

• German: 
 

• Hebrew:

(Nemo Mettler, talk page)(Nemo Mettler, talk page)



Conceptual metaphor analysis
Standard language is a functioning machine

• English: 
 

(Ezra Miller, talk page)



Conceptual metaphor analysis
Standard language is a sacred object

• English: 
 

(Asia Kate Dillon, talk page)



Conceptual metaphor analysis
Standard language is a vulnerable human body

• English: 
 

(Ezra Miller, talk page)



Conceptual metaphor analysis
Standard language is a pure liquid

• German: 
 

(Quinn, talk page)



Conceptual metaphor analysis
Standard language is a pure species

• English: 
 

(Ezra Miller, talk page)



• Polish: 
 
 
(Demi Lovato, talk page) 

• German: 
 
 
(Nemo Mettler, talk page)

Lexical choice
„Newspeak“

• English: 
 
 
(Emma D’Arcy, talk page) 

• Portuguese: 
 
 
(Sam Smith, revision history)



Conclusion



Conclusion
Summary of findings

• Across language versions, Wikipedian anti-NBIL discourse is shaped by 
similar argumentation topoi


• Minor cross-version differences


• Normative/ standard language ideology


• Results reflect similar patterns to previous research on anti-GIL discourse, 
with some Wikipedian idiosyncracies 



Conclusion
Limitations and future steps

• Limited comparability between corpora 


• Small corpus size and small language sample


• Inclusion of more analytical approaches (keyword analysis, network analysis 
etc.)


• Comparison with pro-NBIL discourse



Conclusion
Final words

• Studying Wikipedia offers unique insights into the interplay of language 
ideology and language change


• These insights can inspire new strategies to further the inclusion of 
marginalised perspectives in the mainstream



Interested in working together on a  
specific Wikipedia language version? 

 
Please feel free to contact me!

jochen.matthies@indogerm.uni-halle.de
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