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In recent years, online spaces linked to the so-called manosphere—groups where the “male question” is
discussed, often framed as being under threat from the achievements of feminism—have proliferated.
The manosphere’s claims, which contribute to sustaining existing power dynamics in society such as the
unequal distribution of social, economic, and financial resources between the sexes (Ging, 2019), can be
interpreted as part of a broader backlash against feminist movements (Faludi, 1991). Alongside these
groups, a growing number of women-led pages associated with the so-called pink pill (Shearing, 2024)
have gained visibility. While these activists do not explicitly alignh themselves with the manosphere, they
tend to position themselves more generally as anti-sexist. Notably, several of them established their online
presence and audience through videos expressing their views on Italian gender-inclusive language, a long-
standing issue that has gained increasing attention and sparked widespread debate in both public and
academic spheres over the past decade (Fiorentini & Oggionni, 2024). This work focuses precisely on
these figures close to the manosphere, analysing their discourse on inclusive language (videos, comments,
posts) in order to show how reactions to linguistic change have been strategically deployed as a “Trojan
horse” to introduce audiences to broader anti-feminist narratives.
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