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FRENCH GRAMMATICAL GENDER

Every noun contains a grammatical gender (some fixed, some 
inflected), satellites need to agree in gender and number

Grammatical gender aligns with social gender for most animate 
nouns

Contains bias - e.g. ambassadeur ‘ambassador’, ambassadrice 
‘ambassador’s wife’

Complete erasure of identities outside of the gender binary
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DEFINITION

all of the language 
strategies used to 
promote an equitable 

representation of gender 
in French.
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ÉCRITURE INCLUSIVE HISTORICAL CONTEXT

TEXTBOOK 
PUBLISHED WITH 
DOUBLETS 

REIGNITED 
DEBATES - 
PARTICULAR 
FOCUS ON POINT 
MÉDIAN

LE PETIT ROBERT 
ONLINE 
DICTIONARY ADDS 
THE NON-BINARY 
PRONOUN “IEL” 

QUÉBEC BANS THE 
USE OF “IEL”, 
NEUTRAL FORMS 
SUCH AS 
“TOUSTES”, AS 
WELL AS PARTIAL 
DOUBLE FLEXION 
IN OFFICIAL 
COMMUNICATIONS

OCCURRED 
ACROSS THE 80S 
AND 90S

ACCEPTED BY THE 
ACADÉMIE 
FRANÇAIS IN 2019

FEMINISED NOUNS 
OF OCCUPATION, 
TITLE AND ROLE 
1980S

HÂTIER TEXTBOOK 
PUBLISHED 2017

IEL INTRODUCED TO 
LE ROBERT 
DICTIONARY 2021

CANADIAN GOV BANS 
NON-BINARY FRENCH 
AND DOUBLETS 2025
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Oldest Newest
Feminised forms Partial double flexion Neologism

Yaguello (1978) 
and ‘women’s 
language’

1984 Yvette 
Roudy 
Commission

Becquer 
(1999)

Abbou 
(2011)

2017 Hâtier 
textbook

First Haut Conseil 
guide (2016)

Alpheratz 
(2018)

‘iel’ added to Le 
Robert 
dictionary
2021

Canadian 
Government 
non-binary French 
guide (2024)
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Least 
change 
to 
language

Most 
change to 
language 

Feminised 
forms + 
epicenisation Partial double flexion Neologism

auterice

la ministre

Least 
visually 
marked

Most 
visually 
marked 

Chers et chères 

les élèves Les 
étudiant(e)s

Les étudiant·e·s

redacteurices

celleux

touz
toustes

Complete 
double flexion
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Least 
progressive

Most 
progressive

Least marked 
political 
stance

Most marked 
political 
stance 

Feminised forms Partial double 
flexion 

Neutral 
Neologism

- Workplace equality 
- Government AND 

Academie française 
endorsement

 

- Feminist
- Can be made 

inclusive outside 
the gender 
binary

- Entirely neutral
- Mostly promoted by 

queer 
communities/lingui
sts

Complete double 
flexion



#ÉCRITUREINCLUSIVE ON TIKTOK: @lecrayonmedia

“Le Crayon is the media that dares 
contradiction to better unite French society. 
Non-partisan, free and popular, we offer every 
day reflections on the major issues of our 
time.”
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CASE STUDY: @LECRAYONMEDIA DEBATE
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TYPHAINE D: COMEDIAN, YOUTUBER, 
CREATOR OF THE FEMININE 
UNIVERSELLE

RALPH MÜLLER: DOCTORAL 
CANDIDATE IN LITERATURE, YOUTUBER
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Least 
progressive

Most 
progressive

Least marked 
political 
stance

Most marked 
political 
stance 

Feminised forms Partial double 
flexion 

Neutral 
Neologism

- Workplace equality 
- Government AND 

Academie française 
endorsement

 

- Feminist
- Can be made 

inclusive outside 
the gender 
binary

- Entirely neutral
- Mostly promoted by 

queer 
communities/lingui
sts

Complete double 
flexion



ELLE ET IL: 
COLLOCATION 11

Elle il

��

énerve

��

extrémiste

féministe calme

langue

raison

tellement

patient

compris



RIDICULING: EMOJI USE

“Oh la folie je chiale J''ai explosé de rire comme elle parle je resouffle j''en 
ai marre de cette interview”

“Oh my god, I’m crying. I burst out laughing at her talking, I’m catching my breath. I’m so done with this interview,”

“....😂 que quelqu''un la fasse taire 😂 elle détruit la cause des féministe, ça 
en devient ridicule”

“Someone needs to shut her up 😂 she’s destroying the feminist cause, its becoming ridiculous”

“...@- tu pense quoi de la meuf car perso je la haie 😂😂😂 il y a un fossé 
d''intelligence entre les deux, c''est fous !”

“...what do you think of the woman, because personally I hate her 😂😂😂 There is an intelligence gap between the two, it’s 
crazy!”

“😂J''espère qu''elle sera treeeeeeeeees treeeeees courte sa vie !”

“😂I hope that her life is veerrrrrry verrrrrry short!” 12



RIDICULING: PATIENCE DISCOURSE
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