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Gender-inclusive language as an impossible endeavour in Romania: The representation of
non-binary linguistic proposals in a language-focused TV show

The present paper centres on the representation of gender-inclusive language in the media,
and lays emphasis on the way in which a recent popular TV show which focuses on language
matters in Romania (Pe cuvdnt cu Ana lorga, on the TV channel Antena 3) contributes to
undermine the status of non-binary Romanian as a feasible linguistic project. Emphasizing
the role of metalinguistic commentary as a vehicle through which prescriptive discourses are
created and disseminated (see Beal et al. 2023) and stressing the role of popular language
TV shows and of their hosts as ‘linguistic authorities” within the discourse of “verbal
hygiene” (Cameron 1995), the present paper will discuss the way in which Pe cuvént cu Ana
lorga frames non-binary Romanian (and non-binary language in general) as lying beyond the
boundaries of acceptable language. Taking research on language ideology (Irvine and Gal
2000) as a point of reference and underlining the complex interaction in the media between
expert opinions and the ‘language complaint tradition’ (Milroy and Milroy 1999), the paper
means to uncover the mechanisms underlying current representations of gender-inclusive
language as ‘impossible’, at their interface with prescriptive representations (see also Visan
2024).

References

Beal, J.C., Luka¢, M., & Straaijer, R. (Eds.). 2023. The Routledge Handbook of Linguistic Prescriptivism
(1st ed.). London & New York: Routledge.

Irvine, J. T. & S. Gal. 2000. Language ideology and linguistic differentiation. In Paul V. Kroskrity, (Ed.),
Regimes of language: Ideologies, policies, and identities, 35—84. Santa Fe: School of American
Research Press.

lorga, A. 2024. Pe cuvant [Take my word for it]. Exprimarea neutra de gen in limba romana [Gender-
neutral Romanian]. 15 March 2024. Antena 3. https://www.antena3.ro/emisiuni/pe-cuvant/

Milroy, J. & L. Milroy. 1999. Authority in Language: Investigating Standard English. London & New
York: Routledge.

Cameron, D. 1995. Verbal Hygiene. London & New York: Routledge.

Visan, R. 2024. Myths and models concerning gender inclusivity and non-binary forms in Romanian.
In Falco Pfalzgraf (ed.), Public Attitudes Towards Gender-Inclusive Language: A Multilingual
Perspective, 339—-362. Berlin/ Boston: De Gruyter Mouton.

Ruxandra Visan is Professor of English at the University of Bucharest. Her main research interests lie
in the direction of sociolinguistics, history of lexicography, and language ideology. She is particularly
focused on the interface between the history of linguistics and the history of ideas, and she has
published works focusing on dictionaries, translations or language complaints.


https://www.antena3.ro/emisiuni/pe-cuvant/

