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Abstract

Backlash against trans- and non-binary affirming language has hit the United States hard. In the
field of German language education in the US, it was already unclear how to best support our
gender-expansive students before this recent wave of policy changes and conservative posturing.
German speakers are also in a time of change as it relates to addressing linguistic issues related
to gender-just and gender-neutral language. In this talk, we present a special issue of Die
Unterrichtspraxis/Teaching German, which brings together research and praxis articles, as well
as personal forum pieces and book reviews to better support not only German educators in North
America, but language educators globally. This project started as an educational endeavor to
provide insight into inclusive pedagogy and to highlight the contributions of trans and non-
binary individuals within our community. However, we see this special issue, in the current
political environment, as a form of resistance to anti-trans rhetoric and a reaffirmation of the
importance of language education as a place for exploring diversity and finding community. Our
presentation will discuss the results of a national survey of educators, synthesize the issue’s
contributions, and conclude with the impact on the future of language education.
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