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[bookmark: _Toc157084290]1.0 Introduction
Certain chemicals can be used in the illicit manufacture of explosives or to cause harm. These are called explosives precursors and poisons (EPP).
The legislation aims to control who can access these commonly available compounds and what controls should be put in place.  They are more onerous for suppliers / retailers, and on sales to the public. Legislation was updated following the 7/7/2005 London Bombings and the Coroner also advised on this matter, specifically around the purchase of hydrogen peroxide and similar precursors.
Many of the EPPs are common compounds and include materials used in home beauty products.
This guidance document outlines how a Queen Mary School / Institute or Directorate (S/I/D) should respond to a request to complete an EPP certificate or declaration.
2.0 Typical compounds on the list
Many of these materials are commonly used and found in both teaching and research laboratories and are also utilised in facilities and maintenance activities.
· Hydrochloric acid: 10% w/w
· Hydrogen peroxide: 12% w/w
· Phosphoric acid: 30% w/w
· Sulphuric acid: 15% w/w
Full list is at https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/supplying-explosives-precursors/list-of-chemicals 
3.0 Requirements for sellers to commercial operations, which includes university teaching and research
A business customer or professional user is someone who is acquiring substances for purposes connected with their trade, business or profession.
Businesses and professional users do not need an EPP licence to buy regulated explosives precursors, if they are going to be used as part of their business or profession.
The supplier must:
· Record their name and address – if it’s a business, the name and address of a person authorised to buy substances for the business.
· Check their photo ID – for example, passport, driving licence, trade ID card or business ID card.
· Get a statement of the customer’s trade, business, profession, or public function the business customer performs.
· Record the customer’s VAT registration number, if they have one.
· Assess whether the substance is consistent with the business or profession – if the supplier is not sure, they will refuse the sale and report suspicious chemical purchasing activity within 24 hours to the police.



4.0 Queen Mary Arrangements
i. Where requested, complete the declaration form received from the supplier, with the S/I/D person responsible for the research, teaching or use of the material being the ‘authorised person’. S/I/Ds may want to specify one or more designated ‘authorised persons’ locally.
ii. Also, name and details of the person who will approve the purchase (if different). All purchases should be conducted through the official Queen Mary procurement system for auditing purposes.
iii. Appendix 1 contains a typical form with some parts completed as an example; the form can be used as a template if required, when a supplier does not issue their own form. 
iv. S/I/D to retain securely a copy of the completed form for 2 years.
v. Authorised person to ensure a hazardous substance risk assessment is completed or updated which includes the receipt, use, handling, storage and disposal safety and security requirements. Seek advice from Health & Safety Directorate if required. Mark these risk assessments as ‘confidential’ when uploading as a MySafety risk assessment record.
vi. Safe system of work / experimental protocol for the user/s to be drafted and followed.
vii. Ensure hazardous substance inventory and building (red fire) secure information box list are kept up to date. (see https://www.qmul.ac.uk/hsd/a-z/fire-safety/). 
viii. Where loss, theft or suspicious activity regarding these materials occurs, report incident to the Police via the Queen Mary Security Lead Officer promptly within 24 hours https://www.qmul.ac.uk/security/ and copy report to the Health & Safety Directorate  hs-helpdesk@qmul.ac.uk
5.0 Main legislation and government information
· The Control of Explosives Precursors and Poisons Regulations 2023
· https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/hazardous-sites-and-substances 
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Appendix 1
EPP Chemical Verification Declaration
(If not provided by supplier but requested)
If you intend to purchase any products that are designated Regulated Explosives Precursors and Poisons (EPP), you have a requirement to complete the following details to comply with these regulations.
	Organisation Name and Address
	Queen Mary University of London, 
327 Mile End Road, London, E1 4NS
(Or 4 Newark St, London E1 2AT
Or Charterhouse Square, London EC1M 6BQ)

	VAT Number
	GB248837911

	Activity
	Research and teaching university

	Person authorised to sign EPP
	

	Job title including Queen Mary School / Institute / Directorate Name 
	

	Email Address
	

	Tel number
	

	Details of photographic ID (Copy provided).
	



	Regulated product name 
	Intended use application/ use (Complete for each material required)

	Example 12% hydrogen peroxide
	Use in kit to visualise melanin in samples for research purposes.

	
	

	
	

	
	



I hereby declare that the products I wish to purchase and the substance or mixture that it contains shall be used only for the indicated use, which is in any case legitimate, and will be sold or delivered to another customer only if they make a similar declaration of use, respecting the restrictions established in the Control of Explosive Precursors and Poisons regulation 2023. Reporting loss, theft or suspicious activity regarding these materials to the Police is a requirement of the Regulations.

	Person authorised to sign EPP
	

	Job title including Queen Mary School / Institute / Directorate name
	

	Signature

	

	Date
	


· Return completed form to supplier.
· Queen Mary School / Institute / Directorate to keep the completed record for 2 years.
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